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5 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a front-loading 
picture holding system. More particularly, the 
invention relates to a picture holding system that is 
easy and convenient in loading and unloading to and 

10 from the front of a picture frame body rather than 
from the rear of the frame. 

Picture holding systems are widely used by many 
people in our life. However, conventional picture 
holding systems lack in functions detaching the 

15 transparent plate from a support frame in an easy and 
convenient way, and thus made it difficult, 
inconvenient and often complicated to load or unload 
the picture in the picture holding system. 

Typical structure of the conventional picture 

20 holding systems is to use pivoting fasteners in the 
backside of the picture holding system and it takes 
unnecessary time and effort in detaching the 
transparent plate or the picture, and sometimes, a 
user has to shake the whole frame body in order to 

25 pull out the transparent plate or the picture from 
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the picture holding system. A picture holding system 
having an easy, simple and convenient structure in 
detaching the transparent plate or the picture from 
the base of the picture holding system is desirable. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention contrives to solve the 
disadvantages of the prior art. Accordingly, an 
object of the invention is to provide a picture 
holding system such that a picture can be loaded and 
unloaded from the picture holding system in an easy 
and convenient way. 

Another object is to provide the picture holding 
system that can be integrated to various ornamental 
objects . 

To achieve the above objects, the picture 
holding system includes a transparent plate and a 
base that has a support surface supporting the 
transparent plate and the picture between the 
transparent plate and the support surface. At least 
one plate magnet is fixed to a perimetric position of 
the transparent plate. The support surface has an 
edge that is located near the perimeter of the 
support surface and recessed into the rearward of the 



Att'y Docket: 1487.04 

base, and at lease one surface magnet is fixed to a 
perimetric position of the support surface. 

The transparent plate is removably attached to 
the support surface by magnetic force between the 
5 plate magnet and the corresponding surface magnet, 
and the transparent plate may be pulled apart by 
pressing the transparent plate over the edge and 
pivoting the transparent plate over the support 
surface. Through above procedure, loading and 

10 unloading the picture can be done frontally and 

conveniently in contrast with the conventional type 
of picture holding system. 

Since the present invention allows loading and 
unloading the picture from the front of the system, 

15 the picture holding system provides a structure such 
that the picture can be framed frontally in any shape 
of frame body and therefore this system can be 
integrated to various ornamental objects that are 
unable to load the picture from the rear and thus 

20 offers wide variety of picture frame designs . 

The transparent plate and the support surface 
may be substantially either flat or curved and the 
base may be one selected from a frame, a vase, a dish, 
a box, a lamp stand, etc. 
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At least one ferromagnetic body may be used 
instead of the magnet either in the transparent plate 
or in the support surface, but not both of them at 
the same time. 

The shape of the transparent plate and the 
support surface may be rectangular, while the edge is 
located about one of the corners of the support 
surface or substantially elongated to provide a wider 
area for pivoting the transparent plate over the 
support surface. 

The shape of the transparent plate and the 
support surface may be triangular, while the edge is 
located about one of the corners of the support 
surface . 

The shape of the transparent plate and the 
support surface plate may be circular, while the edge 
is located about the periphery of the support surface. 

The base has an upper surface and the support 
surface may be set inwardly from the upper surface to 
form a depression receiving the transparent plate and 
the transparent plate may have a top surface such 
that the top surface is flush with the upper surface. 

The support surface may be provided as a 
separate part from the base. 
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The advantages of the present invention are: (1) 
a picture holding system having an easy, convenient 
and simple structure to load a picture; (2) the 
picture holding system having an easy, convenient and 
5 simple structure to unload the picture; (3) the 

picture holding system having a structure that can be 
easily adapted to various ornamental objects; and (4) 
the picture holding system having a simple structure 
that needs fewer parts to manufacture. 
10 Although the present invention is briefly 

summarized, the fuller understanding of the invention 
can be obtained by the following drawings, detailed 
description and appended claims. 



15 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other features, aspects and advantages 
of the present invention will become better 
understood with reference to the accompanying 
drawings , wherein : 
20 Fig. 1 is an illustrative perspective view of a 

picture holding system according to the present 
invention; 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along the 
line 2 - 2 in Fig. 1; 
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Fig. 3 is a front elevation view of a 
transparent plate with magnets; 

Fig. 4 is a front elevation view of a support 
surface with magnets and a recessed edge on one of 
5 the corners of the support surface; 

Fig. 5A is a cross-sectional view taken along 
the line 5 - 5 in Fig. 4; 

Fig. 5B is a view similar to Fig. 5A but shows 
a recessed edge that slopes down from the support 
10 surface; 

Fig 6 is a view similar to Fig. 2 but shows the 
transparent plate and the support surface are curved; 

Fig. 7 is a front elevation view of a 
rectangular support surface with the magnets and a 
15 recessed edge on one of the sides of the support 
surface ; 

Fig. 8 is a front elevation view of a triangular 
support surface with a recessed edge on one of the 
corners of the support surface ; 
20 Fig. 9 is a front elevation view of a circular 

support surface with a recessed edge on the periphery 
of the support surface; 

Fig. 10 is an illustrative perspective view of a 
picture holding system provided for a vase; and 
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Fig. 11 is a view similar to Fig. 2 but shows 
that a support surface is separately provided and 
received in a base . 



5 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Figs . 1 and 2 show a picture holding system 10 
according to the present invention. The picture 
holding system 10 includes a base 11 and a 
transparent plate 12 to display a picture 14. The 

10 base 11 has a support surface 13 that accepts the 

transparent plate 12. The support surface 13 supports 
the picture 14 between the transparent plate 12 and 
itself. The transparent plate 12 has four plate 
magnets 15 that are embedded at four perimetric 

15 positions of the rear surface 18 of the transparent 
plate 12 as further shown in Fig. 3. The support 
surface 13 has three surface magnets 16 that are 
fixed to three perimetric positions of the support 
surface 13. The one remaining perimetric position was 

20 taken by an edge 17 and recessed into the rearward of 
the base 11 as further shown in Fig. 4, 5A and 5B. 
The surface of the recessed edge 17 may either slope 
down from the support surface 13 as shown in Fig. 5B 
or be flat as shown in Fig. 5A. The number of magnet 

25 is variable based on the weight, size and shape of 
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the transparent plate 12 and the support surface 13. 
Ferromagnetic bodies may be used instead of magnets 
15 and 16 either in the transparent plate 12 or in 
the support surface 13, but not both of them at the 

5 same time. The transparent plate 12 is removably 

attached to the support surface 13 by magnetic force 
between the plate magnets 15 and the corresponding 
surface magnets 16, and the transparent plate 12 may 
be pulled apart by pressing the transparent plate 12 

10 over the edge 17 and pivoting the transparent plate 
12 over the support surface 13. 

Another embodiment of picture holding system 20 
is shown in Fig. 6. In the embodiment, the picture 
holding system 20 includes a curved transparent plate 

15 22 and a curved support surface 23. This embodiment 
is very useful when the picture holding system is 
integrated into an object that has a curved surface. 

Fig. 7 shows another type of edge 27 that is 
elongated to provide a wider area for pivoting a 

20 transparent plate over a support surface 34. 

Various shapes of support surfaces and recessed 
edges are possible. The shape of the support surface 
in Fig. 8 is triangular and a recessed edge 37 is 
located on one of the corners of the support surface 

25 44. The shape of the support surface in Fig. 9 is 
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circular and a recessed edge 47 is located on the 
periphery of the support surface 54 . 

Fig. 11 shows a support surface 60 is provided 
as a separate part and a base 62 has a depression 64 
5 that receives the support surface 60 and the 

transparent plate 12. The transparent plate 12 is 
flush with the base 62 around the depression 64. 

The picture holding system can be integrated to 
various ornamental objects and one example of a vase 
10 type is shown in Fig. 10. 

With the above construction, a user can load and 
unload a picture in a picture holding system in an 
easy, simple and convenient way and this system can 
be applied to various types of bases including a 
15 frame, a vase, a dish, a lamp stand and etc. 

Although the invention has been described in 
considerable detail, other versions are possible by 
converting the aforementioned construction. 
Therefore, the scope of the invention shall not be 
20 limited by the specification specified above. 
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